
 

Dates for the Diary 

Parent, Carer and Student ‘Need to Know’ Dates 

Year Activity Date Start Time and Venue  

For All     

7    

8    

9    

10    

11 Internal Exams  26th & 27th November Finish on 27th November 

12 Parent/Carer Evening 29th November Lansdown Hall 4.00 – 7.00pm 

13 Parent/Carer Evening 29th November Lansdown Hall 4.00 – 7.00pm 

 

I’d like to start by passing on thanks from our governors to the student leaders who presented at our Academy Governance 

Committee (AGC) last Friday. It was great for governors to hear from the students themselves about the many opportunities at 

Wellsway for student leadership, where students not only join groups that make a real difference to our school community and their 

own skills as leaders, but also have the chance to organise and run some worthwhile, but fun events, such as the ever popular 

…athons, such as last year’s Spinathon that saw staff and students exert themselves on spinning bikes to raise awareness for mental 

health. A wide range of groups and activities were covered in the presentation, such as the work of our anti-bullying ambassadors, 

our ETeam (Equalities Group) and our Wellbeing Group, as well as the more traditional roles of the House Council and House 

Leaders.  

Last Friday’s governor meeting was also attended by our CEO, Andrea Arlidge, who came to say a big thank you to Susan Robbins 

who was chairing her last meeting as the Chair of Wellsway’s AGC, a role she will continue to have until the end of the year. Mrs 

Robbins has given Wellsway so much of her time and experience, first through her work on the PTA and then as a governor. I am 

sure that our community will join Mrs Arlidge and myself in thanking her for this significant service.  

Well done to Year 11 for a week of hard work through their internal exams – I’ve been so impressed at their impeccable conduct 

and focus and am sure this will continue through their exams next week.  It has been a cold week weather wise and we appreciate 

some students felt it at times, despite our best efforts with the underfloor heating and messages about wearing extra layers of 

clothing. We have checked the hall each morning before exams started to assess the temperature and allowed students to wear 

coats if desired, in addition to getting them into the hall as early as possible to avoid them getting cold queuing outside. Thank you 

to the students for their understanding. 

Matthew Woodville                                                                                                                                                 
Principal 

 
The Magic Flute 
 
The deadline for applications to the visit to the Welsh National Opera’s performance of The Magic Flute is 9.00am on Friday 30th 
November.   
Mrs Rogers   
 
Water Sports 2019 
 
We have received an excellent response to this visit and will be contacting applicants shortly with the outcome.  Thank you for your 
support of this opportunity.  
Mrs Rogers 
 

 

A weekly newsletter for students, parents, carers, families and friends of Wellsway School 
 

THE AMMONITE 
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Study Visits 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Sixth Form – Applications for September 2019 

 

Due to the Year 11 exams this week, we have extended the Sixth Form application deadline by one week to Friday 30th November to 
give students and parents/carers a little more time.  Applying is a quick and simple process, just log in to Parental Insight and then 
select - General – Options offer – and then click on the blue puzzle icon by each subject to select it. It will save automatically. 

If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact us at sixthform@wellswayschool.com  

Year 13 Reunion and Awards Presentation 

The Year 13 reunion event this year be held on Wednesday  19th December, with drinks and nibbles served from 5.30pm. This is a 
fantastic annual event where we welcome back this year’s leavers for a celebration of their time here,  the presentation of their very 
hard-earned qualification certificates and some special awards; a great way to start off the Christmas period.   

Invitations have been sent this week.  

Challenge Cup Update 
 
The world may have Caruana vs Carlson, but the Sixth Form have the Challenge Cup - Chess Championship Round – next 
week!  Thank you to all those volunteering to represent their tutor groups, you can see the games in the Common Room at lunch-
times next week. 
 
Meanwhile, the standings in the weekly Sixth Form quiz league are 3rd – RTH, 2nd – HKS, and 1st………..CMC – only 4 points separating 
those three, and only 9 points separating the top 8!!!! All to play for. 
 
Community Action and the Green Team 
 
Thanks in advance to our school Green Team, House Leaders and Sixth Form Officers that have volunteered to patrol the school and 
reinforce and help raise awareness about recycling and how litter in general is treated.     

Year 12 & Year 13 Parent/Carer Evening – Thursday 29th November 2018 4.00pm – 7.00pm 
 
Insight will close on Monday 26th November at 9.00am therefore if you haven’t already done so please book your appointments 
before this time.  All students will be sent home with an appointment list next week.  If students have any lessons at either SBL or 
IKB, those appointments should be made by students directly with their teacher. Please note that SBL and IKB teachers will be based 
in the IKB building. 
Mr Bray 
 
Sixth Form newsletter 

A quick reminder that you can catch up with what happened in Sixth Form in Term 6 and the first half of term 1 through our 

Publications Team newsletter – which also gives some helpful information about the Officer Team!  You can find the publication in 

the What have we been up to? Section on the Wellsway website.  

The next issue is currently under construction and will be out in December. 
Mr Bray 

 
Wellsway School Swimming Team 
 
A Wellsway team of 29 swimmers from Years 7 to 13 competed in the Bristol Senior Schools Annual swimming gala heat 2 on 
Monday 12th November at Keynsham Leisure Centre.  All swimmers swam extremely well and the team spirit was as always 
absolutely excellent.  The competition this year was extremely hard and we battled to make sure we advanced as many relay teams 
and individuals to events in the finals, which will take place on Thursday 29th November at Easton . 
Congratulations to all our swimmers who swam and especially to our brilliant Year 7 swimmers Will Berry and Calvin Metcalf who 
swam up into our Senior team. 
The swimmers who competed were Lyla Cornish, Isobel Greatorex, Phoebe Nethercott , Isla Goddard, Isobel Nethercott, Florence 
Elvins, Poppy Isom, Roxanne Wilde, Georgia Gussey, Sophie Lowe, Mykenzie Evans, Mia Crossley, Esme Berry, Louisa Franco, Jess 
Adams, Calvin Metcalfe, Tom Crossley, Jack Taylor, Josh Vernon, Will Berry,  Ja'nos Ball,  Will Janson, Jude Blackmore, Kian Franco, 
Daniel Garton, Alfie Uphill, Sam Ashton , Morgan Swift and Zac Derrick 
Mr Evans 
 

Sixth Form News 

Sport 
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Year 9 BaNES Champions  

 
On Wednesday 21st November the year 9 netball team attended the BaNES 
tournament, they had a fantastic afternoon. The the pools stage they won all of 
their games comfortably, even winning one 26-0, impressive in a game that was only 

12 minutes long. Coming top of their pool they met St Gregory’s in the semi final, again the girls played brilliantly together and 
showed how well they work as a team, again winning this match allowing them to progress onto the final. In the final the girls faced 
Ralph Allen, the girls knew they would be tough opposition but went into the game confidently, at half time the score was 4-3 to 
Wellsway. They knew they had it all to play for in the second half. In the second half the team really worked together playing some 
brilliant netball, winning this game 9-5. This team have been undefeated so far this year and are really playing together well. Well 
done year 9, I am so proud of all of you.  
Miss Randall  

Year 9 Football v Worle (Somerset Cup) 

 

On Tuesday 20th November, the year 9 football team played at home in the first round of the Somerset Cup against Worle. Wellsway 
started the stronger of the two teams and excellent build-up play from Joe Meredith on the left wing created the first goal for Josiah 
McKayle. Worle replied soon after, but Josiah completed his hat-trick with two further goals before half time. The second half was a 
very similar contest, with Wellsway scoring first before Worle replied and Wellsway added two more to finish the game 6 -2 
winners. Second half goals were scored by Josiah (2) and Joe Meredith, who both finished as players of the game. This is a very good 
team who demonstrated a lot of potential today. An interesting season awaits them. 
Mr Evans 

Year 7 Netball 
 
On Thursday last week our Year 7 Netball team and a combined Year 8 and 9 Netball team travelled to Somervale School. Both the 
matches were very entertaining, with some high quality Netball played. The Year 7 team, captained by Phoebe Smith, took on the 
Somervale Year 8 team in preparation for the B&NES tournament. Our defenders, Lily B, Bella G, Chloe G, Paige C and Katy G, were 
fantastic throughout the match and made it extremely hard for the Somervale team to get the ball into their circle. Hollie B and 
Phoebe S did a great job moving the ball down the court into our attacking end and Ruby H and Freya O worked hard to break 
through their defence. A particular mention must go to Flo S, who shot brilliantly despite the poor light and was voted Player of the 
Match. Final score was a win for Wellsway, 6 - 5. Well done girls. 
The Year 8 and 9 combined team took on the Somervale Year 9 team. This was a tough ask for the girls, who battled bravely 
throughout the match. I was so impressed by how well they played together as a team and how supportive they were to each 
other. Solid defending by Phoebe N, Ava W, and Annie D, kept the Somervale team at bay. Izzy S, Gina C and Jess W worked hard in 
the centre court and accurately fed our shooters Molly T and Lil S. Despite a great team effort the full time score was a victory for 
Somervale 15-7. However the girls should be very proud of their performance. A particular mention should be made to Molly T, 
who was awarded Player of the Match. 
Mrs Burston  
 
Year 8 Girls are BaNES Netball Champions 
 

On Tuesday 13th November the year 8 girls participated in the BaNES 2018 netball 
tournament. They played a range of schools from across the BaNES area including Chew Valley, 
Hayesfield, St Marks, St Gregory's, Broadlands, and Ralph Allen, just to name a few. In their 
pool stage they came top of their pool, which was amazing, winning all of their matches, 
except one, which they drew.  
  
In the semi-final the girls faced Oldfield, comfortably winning this match 11-6. Steph Ruddle 
and Izzy Sandrey worked very well together in the centre court to keep the games steady and 
well placed, thinking about the options available to them.  
  
The team when progressed into the final against Hayesfield, the team really worked well together and again won this match 8-4. 
Ellie Scott played brilliantly inside the shooting circle to ensure the ball was played into space to help secure the win. The team now 
progress onto the level 3 round of the school games to represent the BaNES area in January.  
  
A special mention must go to Macey Hathaway, Katy Martin and Josie Newbury who played excellently in defence, working 
exceptionally well together and keeping the pressure on the opposition throughout the tournament. Also, Molly Tavakoli who 
stepped up to fill a shooting position, which she would not usually play, due to an injury within the team. She played brilliantly and 
you would not have known she wasn't a shooter.  
  
Overall, an extremely successful tournament. Well done girls, excellent play.  
  
The team would like to say to huge thank you to the parents, carers and teachers who came to watch and support them in this 
tournament, the support from you was brilliant.  
Miss Randall 
 
 
 



 

U14 District Champions 
 
On Thursday 15thNovember I had the privilege of taking the U14 National Schools Netball team to Kingswood school for their first 
tournament. This team is made up of year 8 and 9 students who have trailed to be part of the team, the 12 selected were chosen 
from 48 students who attended the trial. The team have been working exceptionally hard since this start of this academic year.  
  
At the tournament the girls faced some exceptionally hard competition playing against a number of private schools including; 
Kingswood, Prior Park, King Edward’s School and Royal High School. The team demonstrated all of the ward work they have put in 
this year and played some fantastic netball. The girls played 7 games and comfortably won all of them, winning the whole 

tournament. This is a huge achievement and the team certainly deserve it after all of the hard 
work and effort they have put in.  
  
Every single member of the team had an integral role in allowing the team to experience such 
success in the tournament, with a number of the team being on the youngest age of the U14 age 
category, and I am incredibly proud of the entire team. 
  
A special mention must go to Sophie Lowe, Annie King and Ellie Scott who worked exceptionally 
well inside the shooting circle, making some unbelievable shots, as well as Macey Hathaway and 
Iris Worley who played in defence for every game, ensuring they kept the pressure on the 
opposition in every game helping to ensure the wins and Evie Cushing who played centre 

throughout all of the games helping to control the flow of the games and seamlessly link attack and defence.  
 
The team have now progressed onto the Regional round of the competition which will be held and Clifton College on 29th 

November, and I am sure you will join me in wishing them luck in the next round of the competition.   
Miss Randall 
 
Festival – Sports Ambassadors 
On Thursday 15th November 34 of our amazing Sports Ambassadors ran a large Festival for 180 Year 3 children from our cluster 
primary schools. The Sports Ambassadors were completely responsible for the festival; they planned their own coaching sessions, 
set up the equipment prior to the children arriving, led warm-ups and officiated games. Without exception I was incredibly proud of 
all our students. They were well organised, engaging with the children, positive with their feedback and polite and helpful. The Year 
3's had an amazing afternoon and I simply couldn't have run this event without their help. The Leadership skills the Sports 
Ambassadors are learning through such opportunities will be invaluable in the future. A huge well done to all involved.  
Mrs Burston 
 

SCL Multi Activity Camps at Wellsway Sports Centre! 

Nationally renowned holiday club providers SCL are back at Wellsway Sports Centre! From 
Wednesday 2nd January to Friday 4th January, SCL are here all day to provide a fun, engaging 
programme to keep your young ones active and making new friends. 

SCL has 18 years’ industry experience meaning their passionate and caring team understand that 
every child has different interests. They therefore offer a range of exciting activities tailored to 

each age group. Their Holiday Clubs have so far received three Ofsted Grade 1 ‘Outstanding’ 
awards this year. 

Who - Children of all interests aged 4-12 years. 
When - Wednesday 2nd January to Friday 4th January. 8am – 6pm. 
Pricing - Prices from £23.40 per day. Full week and three child discounts apply. 

 

 

It’s not too late to sign up for instrumental lessons in January.  Use the following link to sign up. 
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/wellsway  
 
Samba Drumming returns at Wednesday lunchtimes 1.40pm-2.00pm.  Any student is welcome, the only requirement is the 
willingness to create some noise! 
 
Our saxophone students wish to start a saxophone quartet.  If anyone has a soprano saxophone lurking about in an attic do consider 
loaning it to us! 
 
Christmas Concert – We are hoping to sell tickets from December 3rd.  These will be sold online and we will insert the link into The 
Ammonite next week.  Our thanks for your patience!   
 
Due to 6th form Parent/Carer Evening, please note that there is no orchestra rehearsal next week. 

Music & Drama 

 

 

 

 

 

 

c and Drama News 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/wellsway


 

                       Grease Rehearsals 
  
                   Tuesday – Run through Act 1 after school, just main cast. 
                  Wednesday – Run through Act 2 after school, just main cast. 
                 Sunday 2nd December – 10.00am-1.00pm -  Band and main cast 

                                                                 1.00pm-4.00pm – Chorus, main cast, band 
 

    

   
  CAREERS UPDATE & INFORMATION 

             ‘Careers Hub’ - Based in the sixth form corridor next to M32  

                                           Open to ALL STUDENTS - Monday – Thursday 8.45 – 3.00 

Drop in to make an appointment, pick up information, ask a question OR 

Email; amillard@wellswayschool.com 

** Wednesday Lunch-time Employer ‘Pop-Up’ sessions** 

Meet the employer, what job roles they can offer, how do you apply, what skills & qualities do they require, ask questions.  

DATE EMPLOYER VENUE Suggested year groups 

28.11.18 KPMG – Higher 
apprenticeships within 
Finance 

Careers Hub 
1.30 – 2pm 

Year 10 - 13 

05.12.18 Waitrose, Keynsham – work 
opportunities and careers 
within a large retail group 
(admin/customer services) 

Careers Hub 
1.30 – 2pm 

Year 7 - 13 

12.12.18  BRLSI – Working within 
Heritage (museums, history, 
archaeology) 

Careers Hub 
1.30 – 2pm 

Year 7 - 13 

19.12.18 To Be Confirmed Careers Hub 
1.30 – 2pm 

 

 

If you are interested in any of the employer sessions please email amillard@wellswayschool.com  

For further information on any of these events just drop in to the Careers Hub.  

Looking for careers inspiration – www.careerpilot.org.uk   OR https://nationalcareerservice.direct.gov.uk  

UPCOMING EVENTs –  

 Bath College Open Day (Somer Valley Campus)– Thursday 29th November 4 – 8pm at the Bath City Centre campus   

https://www.bathcollege.ac.uk/events/category/open-day 

 SGS College Open Day – Saturday 24th November 10 – 1pm http://www.sgscol.ac.uk/openevents/  

 Construction Apprenticeships July 2019 ? – On-site Bristol Open Evening, Wednesday 28th November 5pm – 7.30pm. The 

Create Centre, Bristol. www.onsitebristol.co.uk  Bristol City Council, Taylor Wimpey plus more construction organisations 

will be recruiting for July 2019 apprentices; bricklaying, carpentry, plumbing, electrical, bench joinery, plastering, painting 

& decorating July 2019. No need to book just turn up on the evening 

 Interested in Creative Media ? Access Creative College, (formally Access to Music) are moving to All Saints Street, Bristol, 
BS1 2LZ. They are holding an open day to show off the new premises Tuesday 27th November 5 - 
6.30pm   www.accesscreative.ac.uk  OR 0800 281 842 

 
Interested in Creative Media ? Access Creative College, (formally Access to Music) are moving to All Saints Street, Bristol, BS1 2LZ. 
They are holding an open day to show off the new premises Tuesday 27th November 5 - 6.30pm   www.accesscreative.ac.uk  OR 
0800 281 842 

 
For more information please go to  https://www.wellswaymat.com/careers 

Staff Vacancies 

Careers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Careers News 
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